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Art - Curriculum Progression 

 
Drawing inspiration from the greats - Across all year groups all media studied should begin with an appreciation of / exploration of / exposure to 

the work of relevant artists and their style. Children should be able to discuss these works of art. 

 

 

Media Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Drawing Practise shading with 
pencils of different grades 
and tones. 
Recreate and observe 
images through still life 
composition. 
Show facial expression in a 
drawing. 

Record shapes and lines 
from observation. 
Use tone and show a range 
of tones including shadows. 
Use line direction to 
experiment with showing 
texture. 

Show movement in 
drawing. 
Create a drawing showing 
a sense of perspective. 
Draw an object showing 
texture. 
 
 

Create a drawing 
expressing emotion. 
Use appropriate styles of 
shading for the task. 
Show perspective and 
depth in drawing. 
 

Painting Mix colours effectively. 
Explore tone - lighter and 
darker. 
Use a range of brushes 
and implements for mark 
making suitable to the size 
of the image. 
 

Use watercolour paints to 
create a colour wash 
background. 
Use different painting and 
brushstroke techniques for 
effects. 

Use a selection of brushes 
in one piece of work to 
different effect. 
Use marks and lines to 
show texture. 
Show movement in a 
painting through use of 
brushstrokes. 

Mix tints and shades fit 
for purpose. 
Use different techniques 
and brush marks to 
create atmospheres and 
convey ideas. 

Printing Make a print through 
rolling. 
Make a pattern using a 
print. 

Simplify a more complex 
drawing into lines and 
shapes for printing 
purposes. 

 Create a printing tile with 
lines and shapes in varied 
widths and styles/convey 
texture/layer 
colours/create multiple 
prints from one tile. 



Collage 
and 

Textiles 

Combine different media 
effectively to recreate a 
form using different 
techniques. 
Use collage to create 
texture. 

 Collage - Manipulate 
materials to create 
textures that have been 
observed.  
Select materials to 
represent tones. 
Cut complex shapes and 
lines. 
 
Textiles - Use cross-stitch 
techniques to realise a 
design idea. 

 

Sculpture Form 3D shapes from a 
variety of materials to 
realise a design idea. 
Use tools to decorate 
models.  

Further refine skills in 
forming 3D shapes to 
realise a design idea.  
Use tools to decorate 
models and create texture. 

  

Famous 
artists 
studied 

● Barbara Hepworth 
(sculpture) 

● Hockney 
● Rousseau 
● Warhol 

● Oenone 
Hammersley 

● Monet 

● Peter Thorpe 
● Georgia O’Keefe 
● William Morris 

● Lowry 
● Romero Britto 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

     

 


